AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 27, 2003

SENATE BILL No. 472

Introduced by Senator Florez

February 20, 2003

Anr-actto-amend-Section49427-ofandte-add-Article-3{eemmencing
Code,

with-Section49440te-Chapter -ef RPart 274ofthe Education-
relating-te-sehool-healtAn act relating to water qualityand making

an appropriation therefor.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

SB 472, as amended, Florez—Sehoeelnurses—tobacee—settlement
funds Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Plan

(1) Existing law requires each regional water quality control board
in the state to formulate and adopt water quality control plans for all
areas within its jurisdiction. Existing law also requires each plan to be
periodically reviewed, and authorizes each plan to be revised. Existing
law prohibits any water quality control plan and any revision to the plan
that is adopted by a regional board from becoming effective unless and
until it is approved by the State Water Resources Control Board.

This bill would require the California Water Institute at the
California State University at l&sno to develop a revision to the water
quality control plan adopted by the Central Valley Regional Water
Quality Control Board, utilizing a project team from within the institute
and in consultation with an advisory committee comprised of
representatives from affected state and local agencies and agricultural
industry goups. The bill wouldequirethe plan evision to be submitted
to the regional board for approval and adoption by July 1, 2005, and
if that revision is adopted, to be submitted to the state board for
approval. The bill would extend the expiration date for any waste
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discharge permit that is existing on January 1, 2004, to July 1, 2005
within the jurisdiction of the Central Valley Regional Water Control
Board. The bill would provide that these provisions be implemented
only if the Trustees of the California State University, by resolution,
makes these provisions applicable to the California Water Institute at
the California State University, Fresno. The bill would provide that
these provisions not be implemented unless on March 31, 2004,
$350,000 is contributed by local sources for development of the plan
revision. By requiring municipalities in the central valley basin to
participate in an advisory group, this bill would impose a
state-mandated local program.

(2) The California Constitution requirglse state toeimbursdocal
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement, including the creation of a State Mandates Claims
Fund to pay the costs of mandates that do not exceed $1,000,000
statewideand other pocedures for claimg/hose statewide costs exceed
$1,000,000.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state,
reimbursemerior those costs shall be made pursuant to these statutory
provisions.

(3) The bill would appropriate $1,050,000 from the General Fund
to the California Water Institute at the California State University,
Fresno, to develop the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control
Plan revision. The bill would require those moneys to revert to the
General Fund if the local matching funds are not contributed by local
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\Vote:2/3. Appropriation: yes. Fiscal committee: yes. State-mandated
local program:-Ages
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECHONI—Fhetegistature Hindsand-declaresal-of the

SECTION 1. (a) The Legislature finds and declaiésf the
following:

(1) Increasing economic and population growth in the central
valley area coupled with continued agricultural impacts on the
groundwater in the central valley water basin pose a significant
threat to the basin’s groundwater supply.

(2) The water quality control plan adopted by the Central
Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board is that boardigst
useful tool in enforcing groundwater protection measures.

(3) The current deficiencies in that plan make groundwater
protection enforcement difficult, and cause unnecessarily high
costs for the regulated community. These high costs are reflected
in an noncompetitive climate for industrial job growth and
cost-prohibitive sewer rates for the low-income populations in the
central valley.

(4) A revision of the Central Valley Regional Water Quality
Control Plan is critically necessary.
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(b) It is the intent, therefore, of the Legislature to provide
funding to a neutral research institution to provide professional
services in revising the water quality control plan adopted by the
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board and the
State Water Resources Control Board that is subject to the
approval of those entities.

SEC. 2. (a) The California Water Institute at the California
State University, Fresno shall develop a revision to the Central
ValleyRegional Water Quality Control Plan. The Californiatéf
Institute shall utilize a project team from within the institute with
a comprehensive background in groundwater hydrology,
wastewater treatment, and disposal in developing the revision to
the plan, in consultation with an advisory committee comprised of
representatives of all the following:

(1) Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board.

(2) State Department of Health Services.

(3) Department of Fish and Game.

(4) Agriculturalindustry groups within the central valley basin
area.

(5) Municipalities within the central valley basin area.

(b) The California Water Institute project team and the
advisory committee described in subdivision (a) shall submit the
water quality control plan revision to the Central Valley Regional
Water QualityControl Board for approval and adoption by July 1,
2005.

(c) If the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
approves and adopts the plan revision update pursuant to
subdivision(b), the Central &lley Regional Water Quality Control
Boardshall submit that plan revision to the State Water Resources
Control Board for approval pursuant to Section 1324%hef\Véter
Code.

(d) Withinthe jurisdiction of the Central Valley Regionahtéf
Control Board, any waste discharge permit existing on January 1,
2004, shall be valid until July 1, 2005.

(e) This section shall be implemented only if the Trustees of the
California State University, by resolution, makes this section
applicable to the California Water Institute at the California State
University, Fresno.

(f) This section shall not be implemented unless on March 31,
2004, three hundred fifty thousand dollars ($350,000) have been
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contributed to the California Water Institute by local sources,
including, but not limited to, the regulated community, for the
development of the water quality control plan revision.

SEC. 3. Notwithstanding Section 17610 of the Government
Code, if the Commission on State Mandates determines that this
act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to local
agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made
pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
4 of Title 2 of the Government Code. If the statewide cost of the
claim for reimbursement does not exceed one million dollars
($1,000,000), reimbursement shall be made from the State
Mandates Claims Fund.

SEC. 4. One million fifty thousand dollars ($1,050,000) is
hereby appropriated from the General Fund to the California
Water Institute at the California State University at Fresno, to
develop a revision to the Central Valley Regional Water Quality
Control Plan pursuant to Section 2 of the act adding this section.
If, by March 31, 2004, local matching funds in the amount of three
hundred fifty thousand dollars ($350,000) are not contributed by
local sources, as required by subdivision (f) of Section 2 of the act
adding this section, the moneys appropriated by this section shall
revert to the General Fund.

fellewing:
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